Blink rate in childhood schizophrenia spectrum disorder.
Spontaneous blink rate, a putative measure of dopamine function, was measured in schizophrenic, schizotypal, and normal children, aged 5.6-13.2 years during three different cognitive tasks. Unlike that of schizophrenic adults, the blink rate of the schizophrenic children who were not on neuroleptics was significantly lower than that of the normal children. There were no statistically significant differences, however, in the blink rates of the neuroleptic-treated schizophrenic children and the normal children. The schizophrenic and schizotypal children had similar spontaneous blink rates. Within each diagnostic group, the blink rate was lowest for listening, intermediate for conversation, and highest for verbal recall. These findings highlight the need to examine the relationship between age, blink rate, and dopamine function in childhood-onset schizophrenia spectrum disorder.